2026 CHICAGO CONVENTION

April 10 A 24 2} 1] = Bl A= 19A}3] 3] Board of Directors Meeting
April11 A 18 3] v|= H|HXE e A7 N4 Annual Meeting and

Hall of Fame Awards

April11 A 63 7= HAE HQ FH2 Myong-in Awards

2026 - Chi

cago Convention

April 10 -12

Date: April 10 (Friday) — 12 (Sunday), 2 night 3 days

Place Sheraton Suites Chicago O’Hare
6501 Mannheim Road, Rosemont, IL 60018
(847) 699-6300

Organized U. S. Taekwondo Grandmasters Society

Cooperation | USTGS Executive Board Members, lllinois Taekwondo
Association

Sponsorship | consylate General of the ROK in Chicago, WT, KUKKIWON, TPF,

Taekwondo Times, Dynamic Martial Arts.

www.usgrandmasters.com
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Dear Esteemed USTGS Board Members, Officers, and Members.

It is with great pleasure that we announce the 24th Annual USTGS Convention, to be held
from April 10 to 12, 2026, in Chicago, lllinois. Known for its vibrant blend of culture, arts, and
energy, Chicago will provide a meaningful setting as we honor the legacy and future of the U.S.
Taekwondo Grandmasters Society.
The 2026 Chicago Convention will include the following major events:

o Executive Board of Directors Meeting (April 10,2026 Friday)

¢ General Assembly and Seminar (April 11,2026 Saturday morning and afternoon)

o Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony & Banquet (Saturday evening)
All registrations must be completed online through the official USTGS website at
www.usgrandmasters.com. Please click on the “Payment Information” tab to access the
registration form and payment portal.

Category Deadline Board & Officers Regular
Members

Early Registration Before February 28, 2026 | $550 $350

Late Registration After February 28, 2026 | $600 $400

e NOTE: Members not attending the convention may pay the annual membership fee of $150.

Please note that after March 1, 2026, hotel room availability cannot be
guaranteed due to a “cut-off’ policy agreed with the Sheraton Hotel. In such cases, rooms may
be reassigned to nearby accommodation. In addition, all guests are required to present a
valid credit card upon check-in, per hotel policy. All registered participants will be provided
with breakfast, lunch, dinner, and the Saturday-night banquet during the event.

Cancellation & REFUND Policy
If a participant cancels after completing registration, no refunds will be issued.

However, a portion of the paid amount may be carried over to the following year’s
convention. We kindly ask for your understanding and continued support for USTGS.

We sincerely encourage your participation and support to make the 24th Annual
Convention in Chicago a meaningful and successful event. Thank you for your trust in
USTGS. We look forward to seeing you in Chicago!

With appreciation,

Jay Shin, USTGS President, (503) 752-2611 Email: USWCHQ@GMAIL.COM
SangSoon Koh, VP & Secretary, (734)775-9675 Email: kohtkdllc@gmail.com
Jeon Ho, Treasurer, (561) 719-9234, Email: uswcdamascus@gmail.com
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" R % 1At 3
24th Annual General Meeting

18t Annual Hall of Fame Awards
6t Myong-In Award

Friday, April 10, 2026 - Sunday, April 12, 2026

EVENT SCHEDULE
Friday, April 10 Hotel Check-in, All USTGS Members and Guests
5:00pm EC Board of Directors Meeting (0| AtZ])- Awards & Updates
<Chicago Room>
7:00pm Dinner — at Korean Restaurant
Saturday, April 11
7:00am Breakfast at Hotel
9:00 am General Assembly Meeting (5 2|: Business Attire: Dark Suit &
Tie) (Rosemont Room)
11:00am Group Photo Session
11:30 am Lunch — at Korean Restaurant & Rest Break
1:30 pm General Discussion Session & Seminar — Topic selected by

Organizing Committee. (Location: O’Hare Room)

3:00 pm HOF Ceremony Rehearsal (For: All recipients, VPs, Officers,
Organizing Committee, MCs. Tech/ Video Team)

5:30 pm Cocktail Reception & HOF Awards Check-In

7:00pm Hall of Fame Banquet & Dinner (Location: Sheraton Grand

Ballroom) (Business attire: Black tie, Tuxedo Required)

8:00 pm - Official HOF Induction Ceremony

10:00pm Group Photos & Closing
Sunday, April 12

7:00 am Breakfast — Hotel Suites

9:00am — noon Hotel Check out and departure
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Applications for event participation must be sent to the address below to be delivered by the
closing date, March 10th. 2026. We would appreciate it if you could mail it along with a check.
President Jay Shin (Mailing address: 4403 SE Anderegg Loop, Portland, OR 97236). Email:
USWCHQ@agmail.com. Phone: 503-752-2611.

. Name

First Middle Last

. Bt= (Korean Name, if any):

. Cell Phone:
. E-mail:
. Date of Arrival at Chicago O'Hare Airport Flight No.:
April , 2026 [Enter Airline Carrier: 1 | Arrival Time:
. Date of Departure from Chicago International Airport Flight No.:
April , 2026 [Enter Airline Carrier: ] | Departure Time:
. Who would you like to room with? If not, we will assign a roommate for you.
Name: (8t20|2):
First Middle Last

Agof 2ol WAL S0| HAE =& AELICL (Event details may change due to circumstances.)

YAMZHIEME D12 3 8 10 YRR YA EXEES ool Fo2 S50 FAH

ZALSHAI&LICE. Send information to USTGS with Application Form by March 10, 2026

2026'4 22 282 0| M-S = - 2026 Convention Fee - 2 23| 2! (for members) $350
2026 2 28 0|2 55~ LE2[] (for members) $400
2026\ 22 28 O| M S5 -O| AL, & & % (for EC Board Members, Officers) $550
2026'4 22 28 O| = S5 - O|Af, A% (for EC Board Members, Officers) $600

Additional Guest/Dinner Banquet ONLY $120.00 x (For banquet guest attendance) | $
Entrée Selection: Flat Iron Steak 10 oz griled seasoned flat iron steak served with sautéed onions and mushrooms | Steak x___

Entrée Selection: Northwest Salmon Grilled filet of salmon topped with beurre Blanc and tomato relish Salmonx___
For Single room (S MAlE £2), add 1 night $200, 2 nights $400 $

Staying with spouse, add one night $100, two nights $200, (3= 7+&! LI C}) $

For members not attending the convention, the annual membership fee is $150. $150

Donations - Your generous support is deeply appreciated. All donations help USTGS | $
continue its mission of promoting Taekwondo traditions and leadership across generations.

TOTAL: |

If Paid by USTGS website
(date & Ref #):
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18th Hall of Fame Ceremony, Saturday April 11th, 2026, at 7:00pm.
Send the Banquet list to: Jay Shin (4403 SE Anderegg Loop, Portland, OR 97236). Email:
USWCHQ®@gmail.com

HOF Banquet List of Attendees

School Name:
Grand Master:

HOIEY 10-12 & %S 5= UASLICEL (each table can seat 10 people).
Dojang that registers by March 10, 2026 with more than 20 participants will receive a special

recognition of appreciation award.

Attendee’'s Names Amount Attendee’'s Names Amount
Due due

1 $ L $
2 $ 2 $
3 $ 3 $
4 $ 4 $
5 $ 5 $
6 $ 6 $
7 $ 7 $
8 $ 8 $
9 $ 9 $
10 $ 10 $
11 $ 1 $
12 $ 12 $

Total Number attending Total Number attending

Total amount $ Total Amount $
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Jay K. Shin, President, (503)752-2611, uswchg@gmail.com
SangSoon Koh, VP & Secretary, (734)775-9675, kohtkdlic@gmail.com
Jeon Ho, Treasurer, (561) 719-9234, uswcdamascus@gmail.com

USTGS, Chicago Convention, April 10, 2026, page 7


https://www.usgrandmasters.com/
mailto:uswchq@gmail.com
mailto:kohtkdllc@gmail.com
mailto:uswcdamascus@gmail.com

NOTES

For significant savings, we recommend purchasing your flight tickets prior to January 2026.

Arrival Airport is Chicago O’Hare International Airport (ORD). Please use Lawrence Travel
Agency, the official travel agency for USTGS (Tell: (847)-724-6500, Email:
info@lawrencetour.com)

. Executive Board Members and Officers are kindly requested to arrive by Friday morning,
April 10, and attend the Board of Directors Meeting at 5:00 PM.

General members may arrive later that day at their convenience. A Welcome Dinner is

scheduled for 7:00 PM.

. After picking up your luggage at Baggage Claim, proceed to Ground Transportation and
take the Sheraton Shuttle Van. The shuttle operates every 30 minutes from 4:00 AM to
11:00 PM and takes about 10 minutes. You may also call the hotel directly to request a
shuttle service from Sheraton if your wait is longer than 30 minutes.
Hotel Address: Sheraton Hotel Suite, O’'Hare Airport (6501 Mannheim Road, Rosemont, IL
60018 Tel: 847- 699- 6300)

e Be sure to include your flight schedule and mobile phone number on the participation

application form and send it to the Secretary General by March 10th. 2026
(Send to: Email: kohtkdllc@gmail.com, 734)775-9675)

Hotel rooms will be booked in advance by USTGS based on double occupancy. Please
write your roommate's name on your application. If you need help, we will assign a
roommate for you.

USTGS will provide 2 nights’ hotel stay, all meals, and Saturday Banquet Dinner.

Please wear a Black Tuxedo or dark formal suit for the Hall of Fame Awards Banquet
on Saturday evening, April 11. Encourage your students, instructors, and families to
attend.

e Guest banquet fee: $120 per person

For members who do not participate in conventions, the annual membership fee is
$150.

. All registration and payment must be made online via the official USTGS website below:
https://www.usgrandmasters.com/

* NOTE:
Submitting your registration form early will help our volunteers greatly. If you are unable to
submit your form, please at least confirm me by phone or email before the deadline.

Jay K Shin, President, (503) 752-2611, uswchg@gmail.com
SangSoon Koh, VP & Secretary, (734)775-9675, kohtkdllic@gmail.com
Jeon Ho, Treasurer, (561) 719-9234, uswcdamascus@gmail.com

NOTE: Event contents may change depending on circumstances.
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HALL OF FAME AWARD APPLICATION FORM

USTGS Hall of Fame Nomination: Guidelines and Procedures

1. Submission of Nomination
The candidate or their recommender must submit the nomination form
and supporting materials to the USTGS Executive Officers.

2. Initial Review by Executive Officers
Upon receipt, the Executive Officers will conduct an initial review and
forward qualified nominations to the Hall of Fame Selection
Committee. (The Selection Committee consists of Past Presidents and
current Executive Officers.)

3. Approval by Selection Committee
All Hall of Fame candidates must receive final approval from the
Selection Committee.

4. Notification of Nominee
Selected nominees will be notified individually. Once notified,
nominees are required to submit relevant photos, videos, and other
digital media within 20 days.

5. Public Announcement
Official inductees will be announced on the USTGS Website.

Application Period: September 1-30, 2026 (21X EHx7|7h
(Applications received during this period will be accepted.)
Submit to: uswchg@gmail.com
Mailing address: 4403 SE Anderegg Loop, Portland OR 97236
Tel: 503 752 2611
Award Categories examples: Lifetime Achievement, Ambassador Award, Literary

Achievement, Referee Achievement, Peace Award, Competitor Achievement, Myong-in,
etc.

1. B3 = Y™ (Summary of Accomplishments in Taekwondo- 100 to 200
characters.)
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2. MEX & =M O M (Applicant & Recommender Information)

Name of Candidate, Korean name: __English name:
Email: Tel#

Recommender, Korean Name: English Name:
Email: Tel#

3, &2 & 3: Main Career/Achievements (7| & L{ 80| 5| Y AL, =4 O| T2t FAE

& L|CH Please include your relevant positions, years of service, contributions, and honors.
(If the information provided is found to be false, the award may be revoked even after it is granted.)
HE | O[3, B HR), =88, =4 485,

year | Taekwondo experiences, Copy of Dan Certificate, Dojang experience, Awards, etc.

4. ElHE =8 AH (3,000 At LH2|) - Main achievement, around 3,000 characters
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Note: If the awardee is withdrawn after the candidate is selected, the video production
and award manufacturing costs will be charged.
L $HXUE 2 242 728 32 Q4 M| 2F &I HI=HH[&0] ¥ L C sl BEELCE)
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Rank Promotion Test Form 1of 2

Send the promotion form to Jay K. Shin,

United States Taekwondo Grandmasters Society
Application for '
Rank (Black Belt) Promotion Test

Please Print or Type the following information:

Name:
First Middle Last
Date of Birth: __/__/ Sex: M_F__  Nationality:
Address:
Street City State Zip
Current Rank: Degree (Dan/Poom) Desired Rank: __ Degree (Dan/Poom)
Certificate #: Date of Last Promotion: __/__/
X ' o T S
Signature of Applicant Date
| (Instructor), the Taekwondo teacher to the

applicant named above submit this application to the Chairman of the Rank Promotion
Committee, and state that the Rank Promotion Test authorized to be given by me and
the Examining Board has been administered under the guidelines of the United States
Taekwondo Grandmasters Society. The applicant was examined on all the requirements
set forth by the Committee for the desired rank and the applicant has received the
overall score of SATISFACTORY. I therefore recommend that the applicant’s request for
the rank of promotion be accepted by the Committee and that a Certificate for the new
rank be issued.

Name of School:
School Address:
Recommendation by:
First Middle Last Rank
X T
Signature of Grandmaster / Master Date

USTGS, Chicago Convention, April 10, 2026
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Rank Promotion Test Form 2 of 2

Send it to Jay K. Shin

ABOUT THE APPLICANT
Name:
First Middle Last
DateofBirth: _ / [/ Sex:M__F__
Last School Attended:
Name Year Degree/Certificate Received
Employment: Position:
A) History of Taekwondo

Training:
(When & How did you take up Taekwondo? Who were your instructor(s)?)

B) Hxstory of Black Belt Rank Promotions:
Year Received Rank Issuing Organization

C) Have You Competed and Won in any Tackwondo Tournaments?
When Place  Type of Contest Name of the Tournament

D) Other Taekwondo Awards and Commendations:
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New Membership Application Form (4 & 3|& A& A) — send the below new membership

info to SangSoon Koh
Please click the link below on the USTGS website to complete your application:

(USTGS HAIO|E0|A otz F3E SN UEME &gel FHAIR)

https://www.usgrandmasters.com/uploads/1/2/5/7/125708335/membership_applercation.pdf

Membership Application Form

Personal Information
First Name: Last Mame:
| Applicant Address: |
|
B 5t Gy Fate Eip Code
DateofBirth: ¢ Gender: Male / Female
Current Rank:__ o Kukldwon Rank: Ciher Bank(Please specify):
School Information
Name of School{Do-Jang):__ - -
Do-Jang Address:
. & N City e Zip Code
Do-Jang E-mail: ] Do-Jang Wehsite: _ —
L - —  herchy submit my application to become a member of
the United Sates Tackwondo Grandmasters Sveiety. e e
| Signature of Applicant: Date:
Lyear annual membershio fee: 150 olease ingluded p t alo icati
Event participation fee: 5150 AN A s e
Contael information:
| GM. SangSoon Koh/Secratary General
20 Long Leaf Ct.
Youngsville, NC 275868-7434
kohtkdlic@gmail.com (734 77o-ga78 &
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